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Dear Sarasota Suncoast Academy Middle Grades Parents:

Summer is here and we know that many of our families will be enjoying the freedoms 
that come with an open schedule, long days and beautiful beaches.  As your family 
enjoys their summer, we are asking that your incoming middle grades student take 
some time during their day to read.  

Summer reading serves multiple purposes for children.  The primary purpose is that 
reading is a skill, like playing an instrument, playing a sport, building a structure or 
working on a vehicle.  The more one practices 
building upon a skill, researchers have identified what is known as the “Summer Slide”.  
The slide, to some extent, can negatively impact achievement gains made during the 
school year.  Through the practice of

Attached you will find your student’s Summer Reading assignment and how they will be 
graded on their work.  We encourage families 
With my children, once a book is selected, 
book(s) and how much time will be needed to complete the assignment.  With a little 
division (number pages / number of days), the task becomes manageable.

Wishing you a safe and enjoyable summer,

 

 

 

Joshua Leinweber 
Principal, Sarasota Suncoast Academy Middle Grades
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Dear Sarasota Suncoast Academy Middle Grades Parents: 

Summer is here and we know that many of our families will be enjoying the freedoms 
that come with an open schedule, long days and beautiful beaches.  As your family 
enjoys their summer, we are asking that your incoming middle grades student take 

during their day to read.   

Summer reading serves multiple purposes for children.  The primary purpose is that 
reading is a skill, like playing an instrument, playing a sport, building a structure or 
working on a vehicle.  The more one practices the better their skill set.  In addition to 
building upon a skill, researchers have identified what is known as the “Summer Slide”.  
The slide, to some extent, can negatively impact achievement gains made during the 

hrough the practice of reading students are able to maintain their gains.

Attached you will find your student’s Summer Reading assignment and how they will be 
.  We encourage families to review the selections with their child.  

With my children, once a book is selected, we determine how many pages are in the 
book(s) and how much time will be needed to complete the assignment.  With a little 
division (number pages / number of days), the task becomes manageable.

Wishing you a safe and enjoyable summer, 

Principal, Sarasota Suncoast Academy Middle Grades 
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Summer Reading Assignment for Rising 6th Grade Students 

Students are required to read two of the books below over the summer and answer each question 
(typed or handwritten) on its own sheet of paper, include at least one image to represent their words, 
and an explanation of why they chose this image.  Responses should be on a single 8 ½ x 11 sheet of 
paper (lined, printer paper, colored paper, construction paper).  The layout is up to the student as long 
as the response, picture, and explanation of the picture are clear. 

Each sheet of paper must include, at the top, the student's name and the name of the book.  The pages 
for each book are to be bound together (stapled is fine) and submitted to Mrs. Willmore on the first day 
of school. 
 

The Questions 
1. Write a paragraph to present the setting of your book.  When and where did the story take 

place? 
2. Write at least two paragraphs about the plot. 
3. List the main characters with a multi-sentence description of who they are and their role in the 

story. 
4. Write your overall opinion and impression of the book and give detailed support for your 

opinion. Would you recommend the book to your peers? Why or why not? 
 

The Books (remember, students must read 2) 

 
A Wrinkle in Time 

by Madeleine L’Engle 

 
Freak the Mighty 

by Rodman Philbrick 

 
Savvy 

by Ingrid Law 

 
Freedom Train: The 

Story of Harriet Tubman 
by Dorothy Sterling 

 

Please feel free to contact Mrs. Willmore with any questions at ewillmore@suncoastacademy.org.  
Allow 24 hours for a response. 
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Suncoast Academy 6th Grade Summer Reading Project

Student Name: _________________________________________     Date: ___________________

Items Beginning
(1 Point)

Developing
(2 Points)

Accompished
(3 Points)

Exemplary
(4 Points)

Questions Answered with Support Student's answers are incorrect. Student answers question with no
details or support from the text.

Student answers question with at
least 1 detail from the text.

Students answers the questions with
2 or more details from the text.

Conventions Misspellings and grammatical errors
impact the ability to understand the
student's ideas.

Common words are misspelled,
including names of characters and
settings from the text. An attempt is
made at accurate punctuation and
capitalization.

Appropriate use of punctuation,
capitalization, sentence formation,
and spelling with some minor errors
in usage.

Appropriate use of punctuation,
capitalization, sentence formation,
and spelling with some minor errors
in usage.

Responsibility Assignment is not turned in on time. Assignment is turned in on time, but
reflects little care or effort.

Assignment is turned in on time,
images reflect consideration and
effort.

Assignment is turned in on time,
images reflect consideration and
effort, and the overall project
demonstrates a student's individual
commitment to the work.


